Chit 2Am > Vin D Tiéng DO Tir

Chir T, o, a, n (t&, o, a, anh no)

Am 0O, a

Vian Oan

Tiéng Toan

Tur Tinh Toan (tir don = 1 tleng, tir ghép = 2 tiéng, cum tir =

nhiéu tiéng: Lién Hiép Qudc)

¢ Tinh cua Viét Ngir: (Characteristics)
Mau tu La Tinh tir thé ky 17.
| van / monosyllable. Viet Nam not Vietnam
Nguoi dep nhit / most attractive woman.
Viét nglr = noun + adjective + adverb.
English = adverb + adjective + noun.
Except for Han Viét (Chinese Vietnamese from the Han dynasty) =
adverb + adjecive + noun (like English)

Dac
°
®
°

Phit Am - Sounds

® a (ma) as in heart

a = short and highera~1/3 &

a = short and higher o (o as in alone) ~ 1/3 ¢
¢ (ca) as in scar (voiceless)

ch (cha) close to chin (but voiceless stop)

d (da) as in yes

d (da) as in desk

e (de) as in pear

¢ (dé) as in case

g (ga) as in gap

gi (gio) as in zoo

ghe (gh + 1, e <long>. g+a, u,0)asin gap
i (d1) as in key

k (ki) as in scar (k + 1, e <long>. ¢+ a, u, 0)
kh (khi) as in key

ng (nghe) as in longer

o (do) as in door

0 (d0) as in tow

o (do) as in alone
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ph (ph¢) as in fin

r (ru) as in run

s (s0) as in she

t (ta) as in voiceless t in Stop (voiceless)

th (thi) close to tin (but voiceless stop)

tr (tra) as in train

u (tu) as in shoe

u (tu) as in soupe du j’oeur

X (xa) as in sun

y (y td) as in ee

g, gh (ga, ghe) as in go

8 phu 4m cudi (ending consonants) : p, t, ¢, ch, m, n, ng, nh
Khong la nguyén am cudi (not as enders): 3, &

MaAu tu: a, b, ¢, d, e, g,h,i,k,l,mn,o0,p,q,1,8,t, u, v, x,y (22)
Moéc / diacritic marks: a, 4, 4, u, u, 0, 0, e, €
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Dau / diacritic tones: a, 3, 4. 4, 4, a

1) mid-leve] tone
2) low-falling tone
ﬁ 3) high-rising tone

4) low-falling-rising tone
5) high-rising broken tone
6) low-falling broken tone

on s W —

In this chart the horizontal grid refers (o time,

the vertical grid refers (o pitch. WA wey

Figure 10: The Six Vietnamese Tones
Khoéng dau: a mid-level tone a
Dau huyén: low-falling tone a
Déu sic: high-rising tone a
Dau hoi: low-falling-rising tone a = a-a = hoi = hoi-oi
Dau nga: high-rising broken tone 4 2 a-4 = ngd =nga-a
Dau nang: low-falling broken tone a
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Dau (va mée) 1 clia nguyén am chénh:

ly ho4 (giong Sai Gon =(quanén a 1a nguyén am chanh),

hoé+n = hoan. Vi tir hoa con c6 thé nhan thém nguyén 4m (“n”) nén chir “a” 1a
nguyén am chanh.

Dau hoi nga
Dau héi thudc binh thanh (hoi-oi), ddu nga thudc tric thanh (nga-a).
Giong Hué phat 4m dau hoi 1a ding nhat,
Giong Ha Noi phat am d4u ngi 1a ding nhat.
— Luat lap lay: Khong-sic-hoi, Huyén-niang-nga: B& bang, Mé mang
— Tir Han Viét b4t dau bang nguyén 4m LDVMN thuong ¢ dau nga (Luat
Panh Van Muén Nam): minh man, lang man, vi nhan, linh hai.
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